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thing scandalous* Nanteui! was aware of this. She
knew that all her sister-actresses^ Ellen Midi,
Duvernet, Herschell, Falempin, Stella, Marie-Claire,

were trying to take Ligtiy from her. She had seen
Louise Dalle, who dressed like a music-mistress^
and always had the air of being about to storm an
omnibus,, and retained, even in her provocations
and accidental contacts, the appearance of incurable
respectability, pursue Ligtiy with her lanky legss
and beset him with the glances of a poverty-stricken
Pasiphae, She had also surprised the oldest actress
of the theatrej their excellent mother Kavaudy in a
corridor^ baring, at Ligny's approach,, all that was
left to her, her magnificent arms, which had been
famous for forty years,

Fagelte^ with disgust, and the tip of a gloved
finger^ called NanteuiVs attention to the scene
through which Durville, old Maury and Marie-
Claire were straggling.

" Just look at those people* They look as if they
were playing at the bottom of thirty fathoms of water/*

a It's because the top lights are not lit/*

" Not a bit of it. This theatre always looks as
if it were at the bottom of the sea, And to think
that I/too, in a moment, have to enter that aquarium.
Nanteuilj you must not stop longer than one season
in this theatre. One is drowned in it. But look at
them3 look at them !"